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FOREWORD 
 

 

These norms have been produced: 

 

a) to help all Pastors, Priests, Deacons and lay 

faithful serving in ministries related to the Baptism 

of infants* within the diocese of Sault Ste. Marie; 

 

b) to ensure a common approach to the Baptism of 

infants across the diocese; 

 

c) to inform them of the relevant instructions of the 

Universal Church and the diocesan norms 

established by the Bishop regarding this 

sacrament (see Instruction on Infant Baptism: 

Pastoralis actio, Sacred Congregation for the 

Doctrine of the Faith, dated October 20th, 1980);  
 

and 
 

d) to provide guidance as to the formation and 

training of baptismal preparation teams. 
 

This document supersedes all previous diocesan norms 

regarding infant baptism.  The Pastor or priest-

administrator of each parish and Catholic community in 

the Diocese of Sault Ste. Marie, in conjunction with their 

Parish Pastoral Council, hereinafter PPC, is to establish 

appropriate formation and procedures based on the 

norms articulated in this document. 

 
* Infant Baptism applies to the time of birth of a child to 7 years old 

  Baptism of children aged 8 years old to 14 years old – follow RCIC program 

  Baptism of anyone 15 years old and older – follow RCIA program 
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https://saintmarysbasilica.org/baptism-of-children 
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The context of Baptism today 

 

"Go, make disciples of all peoples, and baptize 

them in the name of the Father, of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I 

have commanded you…" (Matthew 28:19) 

 

Baptism is the door to the spiritual and sacramental life.  

It is the foundation for everything else in our journey of 

faith and it makes all other sacraments possible.  

Through it, we manifest our belonging to the family of 

God in His Church. 

 

From the time it was instituted by Christ, the Church has 

adapted its approach to Baptism in order to more 

effectively reach out to the prevailing culture.  Today in 

Canada, the Church finds itself living in a culture that has 

changed dramatically from the past, and in many ways 

has embraced values, particularly in regards to marriage 

and family, that come into conflict with the Gospel. 
 

As a result of this new reality, we find that some parents 

approach the church for the sacrament of Baptism for 

reasons other than a lived experience of discipleship, 

having had little to no participation in the life of the 

church. 
 

In this context it can be tempting to become 

discouraged; but the Lord calls us to hope, trusting that 

He is working in the lives of these parents and that their 

request for the sacrament is an unmissable opportunity 

for evangelization. 
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Our challenge is to ask ourselves how we can most 

effectively be witnesses of the Gospel to these parents. 

As those entrusted with preparing them for the Baptism 

of their child, we must truly desire to invite them to 

encounter Jesus and participate meaningfully in the life 

of the Church.  We must recognize the need not only to 

catechize, but to evangelize entire families and 

households – calling them to live as disciples of Christ. 

 

 

 
 

www.stjamesapostlehcn.com.au 
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I. The theology of Baptism 

 

In accordance with Holy Scripture, the Church teaches 

that Baptism is necessary for salvation for those to whom 

the Gospel has been proclaimed and who have had the 

possibility of asking for this sacrament.  Thus the 

Catechism of the Catholic Church states:  

 

"The Church does not know of any means other 

than Baptism that assures entry into eternal 

beatitude; this is why she takes care not to neglect 

the mission she has received from the Lord to see 

that all who can be baptized are "reborn of water 

and the Spirit" (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 

hereinafter CCC, Nº 1257, 1994). 

 

The Church also recognizes that there are some 

exceptions to normative water baptism: It is possible to 

be saved through martyrdom for Christ, or through a 

"baptism of desire", the explicit or even implicit desire to 

receive baptism (cf. CCC, Nº 1281).   

 

In regards to the fate of those infants who pass away 

without receiving the benefit of Baptism, the 

Congregation for the Doctrine of Faith has provided a 

comprehensive response to this question.  We can trust 

that infants who die without Baptism may indeed be 

saved and brought into eternal happiness because 

God's power is not restricted to His sacraments; He 

expresses a special, preferential love for children (Mt 

19:14, cf. Lk 18:15-16) and the mercy of God is such that 

it is beyond our ability to fully conceive (1 Cor 2: 9-10). 



Diocese of Sault Ste. Marie 
Norms for Infant Baptism 

6 

The effects of Baptism 

 

The Church identifies four principal effects of the 

Sacrament of Baptism.  "By it, men and women are freed 

from sin, reborn as children of God, configured to Christ 

by an indelible character and incorporated into the 

Church" (Canon 849 of the 1983 Code of Canon Law, 

hereinafter CIC). 

 

1. Baptism frees us from original sin 

 

Sin entered into the world through the disobedience of 

our first parents who were given the freedom to choose 

the good, but abused this freedom and preferred 

themselves to God (cf. CCC, Nº 390-397). 

 

While not personally at fault, our human nature has been 

"wounded in the natural powers proper to it; subject to 

ignorance, suffering and the dominion of death; and 

inclined to sin" (CCC, Nº 405).  Baptism frees us from 

these effects by remitting original sin, imparting the life 

of Christ's grace and turning us back to God.   

 

2. Reborn as children of God 

 

To all who receive Him and believe in his name, the Lord 

offers the gift of adoption, of re-birth "not of blood, or of 

the will of the flesh or of man, but of God" (John 1:12).  

This rebirth promises us a new freedom, a new identity 

in Christ, and the hope of eternal life in His kingdom. 
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Baptism is the sacrament of this re-birth; through it we 

are "born again" (John 3:1-21) in water; which 

symbolizes being cleansed from sin, in oil; which anoints 

us for service and in the Spirit; which sanctifies and 

makes us holy. 

 
 3. Baptism configures us to Christ 
 

"Baptism seals the Christian with an indelible spiritual 

mark of his belonging to Christ" (CCC, Nº 1272).  The 

indelible nature of this new character means that if a 

Baptism has been validly performed, it can never be 

repeated. 

 

By Baptism, we "share in the priesthood of Christ, in his 

prophetic and royal mission" (CCC, Nº 1268).  We are 

called to offer spiritual sacrifices by all our actions and 

to bear witness to Christ throughout the world. 

 

4. Incorporated into the Church 
 

Faith needs a community of believers; it is only "within 

the faith of the Church" that each of the faithful can 

believe" (CCC, Nº 1253) and that an individual believer 

can flourish in faith. 
 

Baptism introduces us into the community of the church; 

through it, we are incorporated into Christ's mystical 

body.  Being a part of this community means that we no 

longer belong to ourselves, but to Christ.  At the same 

time we are conferred certain rights; "requesting & 

receiving the spiritual goods of the church, being 

nourished with the word of God" (CCC, Nº 1269).   
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http://www.stmaryassumption.church/BAPTISM 
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II. The Baptism of infants 

 

The Church teaches that an infant is a minor that has not 

yet completed the seventh year of life (cf. canon 867, §2 

CIC).  That infants can be baptized, and indeed should 

receive the sacrament, is an ancient tradition and the 

perennial teaching of the Church.   

 

This teaching has been preserved in the face of severe 

scrutiny from those who have argued for various 

reasons that baptism should be delayed.  In response to 

these objections, it is important to note that Baptism is 

never administered without faith: in the case of infants, 

it is the faith of the parents, and of the Church. 

 

We also believe that through the power of God, the 

Sacraments confer the graces that they each signify (cf. 

CCC, Nº 1127).  As the sacrament of faith, Baptism 

confers the grace of faith.  This grace manifests in us to 

the extent that we cooperate with it, striving for true 

openness to the movement of the Holy Spirit (cf. 

Mediator Dei, Nº 31). 
 

Finally, we find that in many other areas of life, parents 

are trusted to make choices for their children that are 

essential for their wellbeing and development.  If we 

acknowledge this principle as legitimate, it makes little 

sense to deny parents the right to further the 

supernatural development of their children through the 

far more essential good of Baptism (cf. Pastoralis actio, 

Nº 22). 
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www.tes.com 
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III.  Our guiding principles for Baptism 
 

The Church teaches that "both Pastors of souls and all 

other members of Christ's faithful have a duty to ensure 

that those who ask for the sacraments are prepared for 

their reception; this should be done through proper 

evangelization and catechetical instruction, in 

accordance with the norms laid down by the competent 

authority" (Canon 843 §2 of the CIC). 
 

Establishing these norms helps us to ensure that there 

is a common and consistent approach to Baptism across 

the diocese.  The Norms, as laid out in this document, 

are based upon the following guiding principles:  
 

Evangelization: How can we more effectively help 

parents and Godparents/sponsors encounter Jesus 

in a personal way? 
 

Discipleship: What can we do to foster genuine 

conversion and commitment from parents and 

Godparents/sponsors to raise their child to live as a 

disciple of Jesus? 
 

Christian Community: How can we build unity in 

our parishes and regions so that they are more 

welcoming and provide a loving and ongoing 

experience of Christian community? 
 

These principles should manifest themselves in how 

parishes receive and journey with those requesting 

Baptism, and help guide them as they formulate 

appropriate preparation and follow-up for the Sacrament 

in their communities and regions.  
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www.limerickdiocese.org/adult-formation.html 
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Norms for Infant Baptism 
 

General Guidelines 

 

1. Canon 868, §1 of the CIC states: For an infant to be 
baptised lawfully it is required:  
 

1° that the parents, or at least one of them, or the 
person who lawfully holds their place, give their 
consent; 
 

2° that there be a well-founded hope that the child 
will be brought up in the catholic religion.  If such 
hope is truly lacking, the baptism is, in accordance 
with the provisions of particular law, to be deferred 
and the parents advised of the reason for this. 

 

2. Any request for baptism must be followed up with a 

personal meeting between the parents, or at least 

one of them, and the Parish Priest or Deacon.  It is 

important to determine that the parents, or at least 

one of them: 
 

 fully consent to the baptism of their infant, and are 

freely requesting this sacrament of their own 

volition; 

 are not canonically impeded (see #3) from 

requesting the sacrament for the child; 

 understand the preparation requirements; and 

 that there is a realistic hope that the child will be 

raised in the Catholic religion. 
 

3. A 'canonical impediment' is a legal obstacle that 

prevents a sacrament from being performed validly 

and/or in accordance with the law.  In regards to 
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baptism, a person who has publically committed an 

act with a penalty (i.e. an abortion; see also canons 

1370-1399 CIC) would be impeded from requesting 

the sacrament on a child's behalf (cf. canons 1331-

1332 CIC). 

 

4. A 'realistic' hope is one in which the pastor can find 

the presence, in the lives of the parents, of the basic 

circumstances necessary for the child to receive an 

authentic education in the Faith and Christian life; or 

at least a pledge from them to permit another 

qualified person, such as a grandparent, to provide 

these circumstances. 

 

5. If such a hope is truly lacking, a pastor may defer a 

baptism in order to journey with the parents.  In such 

cases, it is incumbent upon the Pastor to schedule 

follow-up to ensure that any such deferral does not 

become permanent. 

 

6. However, if after being made aware of their 

obligations, the person requesting the sacrament 

remains unwilling or unable to make serious 

assurances in regards to the requirements for 

Baptism, the deferral may remain in force until these 

circumstances change (cf. PA, Nº 28-31). 
 

7. In situations where the beliefs or practices of one or 

both parents poses a serious obstacle to the child 

being raised in the Catholic religion, the following 

specific guidelines are to be observed: 
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 If both parents are non-believers (i.e. Atheists or 

followers of another non-Christian religion), and 

there is a realistic hope that the parents or at least 

one of them desires to convert, the Pastor is to 

instruct them in accordance with the RCIA 

program and invite, if possible, the whole family to 

be baptized. 

 

If this is not possible, then the pastor is to defer 

the baptism and encourage them to reflect upon 

the deeper meaning and motivation behind their 

desire for baptism in the Catholic Church.   

 

 If both parents have a minimal or undeveloped 

faith (being baptized Catholic but not raised in the 

Catholic religion), then the Pastor is to determine 

the pastoral support or instruction needed to help 

them grow in their relationship with the Lord and 

their knowledge of the faith.  If there is no 

willingness to enter into a process of faith 

development, then the Pastor will suggest to 

them to delay their child's baptism.  In all such 

cases, the Pastor should discuss the situation 

with others on the pastoral team, where this is 

applicable, or some other diocesan authority such 

as the Dean of their region, Vicar General or the 

Chancellor. 

 

 If the parents having been fully initiated in the 

Catholic Church but have fallen away from active 

participation in the faith, the Pastor should 

engage them in a honest dialogue to determine 
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what circumstances have contributed to this.  

This dialogue should be undertaken with all due 

sensitivity and consideration for the many varied 

experiences the parents have had both with the 

Church and with individual Catholics.  The object 

of this dialogue is to invite and encourage the 

parents to return home to the Church.  

 

8. If they are not already doing so, parents are invited to 

return to a regular participation in the Sunday 

Eucharist. 

 

9. In our Diocese, Parishes and/or Pastors do not 

charge fees, dues, administration levies, etc… for 

baptismal preparation programs, the celebration of 

the rite of Baptism or for issuing baptismal 

certificates.  

 

Baptismal Preparation 

 

10. Baptism preparation is to be regarded as an 

opportunity for evangelization.  Parents and 

godparents need to experience hospitality, love, 

and a passionate witness and modelling of 

discipleship.  In this regard, the faith development 

of the parents must be given primary consideration.   

 

11. Pastors and their teams are to work together to 

build a culture of parish participation and parental 

involvement in Baptismal preparation, and are 

encouraged to avoid 'one size fits all' approaches 

in how they journey with individual parents. 
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12. Parents, legal guardians, or the qualified person 

they have nominated for this role, as per article 4, 

are required to participate in a process of 

sacramental preparation prior to the Baptism (cf. 

canon 851, §2 CIC).  Refusal or failure by parents 

or legal guardians to participate in the preparation 

process is grounds for deferring a Baptism.  

 

13. This requirement may not be dispensed with, 

except in a case of an infant in 'danger of death' (cf. 

canon 867, §2 CIC). 

 

14. However, if parents have participated in baptismal 

preparation in the past, then at the Pastor's 

discretion, they may forego this obligation. 

 

15. Depending on their availability, godparents should 

be invited to join the parents or legal guardians in 

the preparation process. 

 

16. Whatever process of preparation is determined, it 

should not be excessive or overly demanding; 

nonetheless, a proportionate amount of time is to 

be dedicated for preparation; a single meeting or 

format that only briefly summarizes teaching on the 

sacrament is considered insufficient. (Examples of 

programs available can be found in the annex) 

 

17. Preparation courses must provide a meaningful 

experience of prayer, and where appropriate, 

contain liturgical components.  Parents should be 

invited to spend some time in silence and self-

reflection. 
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18. The following topics must be covered in some way 

as part of any program of Baptismal preparation: 
 

Our relationship with God - Explaining how God 

made us, loves us and wants a real relationship 

with us; and how this relationship comes with real 

rights and real responsibilities.  
 

Who is Jesus? - Reflecting on the person of Jesus 

and what it means to commit ourselves to him.  It is 

particularly important to include meaningful 

formation on the Eucharist and how we encounter 

Christ's real presence in this sacrament, "the 

source and summit" of our faith (CCC, Nº 1327). 
 

Transformation & Discipleship - How does a 

relationship with Jesus change us?  What does it 

mean to live as an intentional disciple of Jesus in 

our everyday lives?  Sharing a personal testimony 

of conversion should be considered. 
 

Family & Faith - How does our experience of 

family influence our understanding of God?  What 

does it mean to belong in the Family of God?  What 

is a parish, and how do we fully participate in parish 

life? 
 

Prayer & the Sacraments - What is prayer, and 

why is it so important?  How can we develop a habit 

of daily personal prayer?  The Eucharist and 

Reconciliation: what are these sacraments?  How 

do they help us in our journey of discipleship?  How 

can we access and experience them within our 

parish? 
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The Rite of Baptism - An explanation of the 

liturgical Rite of Baptism and the meaning behind 

its signs and symbols. 

 

Baptism and the Marital status of Parents 

 

19. The Church upholds one true definition of 

Marriage: a sacred, lifelong, indissoluble and 

exclusive covenant between one man and one 

woman, ordered by God for the good of the 

spouses and for the procreation and education of 

children (cf. Gen 2:24, Matt. 19:4-8; c. 1055 CIC; 

CCC Nº 2363,).  While we must continue to uphold 

and promote the dignity of marriage, the marital 

status of the parents, in of itself, is not to be 

considered grounds for precluding the baptism of a 

child. 

 

20. When addressing parents whose situations fall 

outside of Church teaching, e.g. common law 

relationships, divorced and remarried without a 

declaration of nullity, etc…, the Pastor is to share 

with them the Church's teaching on the sacrament 

of matrimony and encourage them to take the first 

steps in regularizing the status of their relationship.   

 

21. Should persons in same-sex relationships, or those 

identifying as transgender, request baptism for a 

child, then permission from the Bishop is 

necessary. 
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Selection of Godparents  

 

22. The Godfather and Godmother must be firm 

believers, able and ready to help the newly 

baptized on the road of Christian life.  "Their task is 

a truly ecclesial function" (CCC, #1255). Pastors 

and pastoral teams are to ensure that those 

nominated as Godparents fulfill the requirements 

articulated by the Church.  

 

23. Godparents for infant baptism must be: 
 

a) appointed by the parents or whoever stands 

in their place, or failing these, by the pastor or 

the minister of the sacrament;  
 

b) to be appointed the person must be suitable 

for this role and have the intention of fulfilling 

it; 
 

c) not be less than sixteen years of age, unless 

the pastor or the minister of the sacrament, 

with the permission of the Bishop, considers 

that there is a just reason for an exception to 

be made; 
 

d) be a Catholic who has been confirmed and 

has received the Eucharist, and who lives a 

life of faith which befits the role to be 

undertaken; 
 

e) not labour under a canonical penalty; and 
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f) not be either the father or the mother of the 

child to be baptized (cf. canon 874, §1, 1˚-5˚ 

CIC). 

 

24. It is incumbent upon parents to provide suitable 

evidence confirming that a potential Godparent has 

been fully initiated in the Catholic faith.  To this end, 

the pastor may request a recent baptismal 

certificate of a named Godparent. 

 

25. There may be one male Godparent or one female 

Godparent, or one of each (cf. canon 873 CIC).  

Under no circumstances may there be two 

godparents of the same gender, or more than two 

godparents, nor any representation to this effect 

within the rite or the Baptismal register. 

 

26. A single godparent is sufficient for the rite to 

proceed.  If it is still not possible for the parent to 

nominate a godparent, the pastor may suggest a 

member of the Catholic community to fulfill this role 

(cf. canon 872 CIC).  .  

 

27. "A baptized person who belongs to a non-catholic 

ecclesial community may be admitted only in 

company with a catholic sponsor" of the opposite 

gender, "and then simply as a witness to the 

baptism" (canon 874, §2 CIC).  The appropriate 

notation of this fact must be made in the register of 

baptism. 
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28. Eastern Christians such as those of the Orthodox 

Churches can serve as a sponsor.  They are not be 

considered as witnesses to the baptism. The 

appropriate notation of this fact must be made in 

the register of baptism. 

 

Celebration of the Baptismal rite 

 

29. Baptism is normally celebrated on Sunday (see cf. 

canon 856 CIC).  It is recommended that it be 

celebrated during Mass; however, for pastoral 

reasons, it may be celebrated at another suitable 

time (see Rite of Baptism for Children).   
 

30. As Lent is a season of penance and purification, 

the celebration of infant baptism is actively 

discouraged during this time; however, particular 

circumstances may require or recommend that it 

take place during this season.  Please note that it 

is the practice of those who adhere to the 

Extraordinary Form of the Roman Rite to seek 

baptism immediately after the child is born 

regardless of the liturgical season (cf. canon 867, 

§1 CIC). 
 

31. Apart from a case of genuine emergency, the 

proper place for baptism is in a church or oratory 

(cf. canons 857, §1).  Each church or oratory is to 

have a proper baptismal font, without prejudice to 

the prescript of canon 858, §2 which states that the 

Ordinary can, in certain cases, permit or order that 

a baptismal font be placed in another church or 

oratory within the parish.  
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32. As a rule, an infant should be baptized in the proper 

parish church of the parents, whether that be 

territorial, or the parish which they normally attend 

and are attached to (cf. canons 518-519 CIC).   

 

33. For pastoral reasons, a child from outside a parish 

may be baptized by the pastor, provided that the 

proper pastor of the child has given his verbal or 

written consent.  Unless otherwise arranged, it is 

incumbent upon parents to seek this consent, and 

notify the celebrating pastor once it has been 

received.   

 

34. Celebrants of baptism from outside the Diocese of 

Sault Ste. Marie must comply with the screening 

protocols established for all priests and deacons 

seeking to minister in the diocese on an occasional 

basis. 

 

Following up after the Baptismal rite 

 

35. Any program of Baptismal preparation must include 

a process which addresses the need to follow-up 

with parents after the sacramental rite is 

completed.   

 

36. Pastors, PPC members and pastoral teams are 

encouraged to: 
 

a) undertake an evaluation process in order to 

measure the effectiveness of Baptismal 

preparation in their parish; 
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b) reflect upon how to actively reach out to 

parents and who in their parish community is 

best suited  to lead this effort; and 
 

c) to invite parents to participate in activities 

concurrent to the preparation process in an 

effort to evangelize and integrate them into 

the wider parish community before its 

completion 

 

37. In particular, to the extent possible, pastoral teams 

are strongly encouraged to engage faith-filled 

parents of young children in their parish or region 

and involve them in the follow-up process, or invite 

them to sponsor parents seeking the sacrament of 

baptism.  This sponsorship should consist of 

building peer to peer relationships through 

hospitality, prayer and modeling of faith. 

 

38. When reflecting on follow-up processes for 

Baptism, the Pastor, in conjunction with the PPC, 

shall consider the following questions: 

 

a) Is our parish community mindful of how it 

welcomes newcomers?  What ministries of 

welcome and hospitality do we have in place? 

 

b) Are parents with young children well received 

by parishioners, and their specific needs 

accommodated in our parish and buildings? 

 

 



Diocese of Sault Ste. Marie 
Norms for Infant Baptism 

25 

c) Is the experience of Sunday liturgy (i.e. music, 

homily, hospitality) in our parish vibrant, 

reverent and relevant to parents and families? 

 

d) Are there opportunities for people to gather for 

food, fellowship, prayer or formation outside of 

mass?  How do we build community beyond the 

liturgy?   

 

e) Is there a program of evangelization or 

discipleship outreach on offer at our parish (e.g. 

Christlife, Alpha etc.)?  Are we intentionally 

seeking to evangelize both those within our 

parish family and beyond in any way possible? 

 

39. The most fundamental follow-up process is an 

intentional commitment to pray for those that have 

received baptism, and their families.  The Pastor, 

together with his pastoral team, is to offer prayers 

for this intention and encourage the faithful to make 

acts of faith to this effect. 
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https://saintraphael.org/faith/baptism  



Diocese of Sault Ste. Marie 
Norms for Infant Baptism 

27 

Conclusion 

 

Over the course of his pontificate, Pope Emeritus 

Benedict XVI gave an annual series of homilies on 

Baptism.  In one of these homilies, he gave the following 

reflection: 

 

"What do we hope for from Baptism?  We hope 

for eternal life for our children.  We hope for a 

good life, the true life, for these children of ours; 

and also for happiness in a future that is still 

unknown.  We are unable to guarantee this gift for 

the entire span of the unknown future, so we turn 

to the Lord to obtain this gift from him.  

 

How will this happen? ... through Baptism each 

child is inserted into a gathering of friends who 

never abandon him in life or in death because 

these companions are God's family, which in itself 

bears the promise of eternity.  This group of 

friends, this family of God, into which the child is 

now admitted, will always accompany him, even 

on days of suffering and in life's dark nights; it will 

give him consolation, comfort and light. 

 

This companionship, this family, will give him 

words of eternal life, words of light in response to 

the great challenges of life, and will point out to 

him the right path to take.   
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This group will also offer the child consolation and 

comfort, and God's love when death is at hand, in 

the dark valley of death.  It will give him friendship, 

it will give him life.  And these totally trustworthy 

companions will never disappear. 
 

No one of us knows what will happen on our 

planet, in the next 50, 60 or 70 years.  But we can 

be sure of one thing: God's family will always be 

present and those who belong to this family will 

never be alone.  They will always be able to fall 

back on the steadfast friendship of the One who 

is life." 

 

Mindful of these words, we give thanks to God for being 

part of his family through the great gift of Baptism and 

pray that we may more faithfully, fruitfully and lovingly 

live out our Baptismal calling. 
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Example Baptismal preparation process 
 
The following is an example of a Baptismal preparation 
process, utilizing the "Belonging" program (Ascension 
Press) as a framework, to be adapted as needed.   
 
I. Initial contact/request – Parish Secretary 
 

- It is very important that the initial contact is 
welcoming.  The parent(s) must have a sense of 
being a valued part of the community and that we 
are very happy to see them.   

 

- Collect contact details and the name of the infant 
to be baptized.  Please do not complete any 
forms at this time.  Let them know that the pastor 
or deacon will be in contact with them. 

 
II. Follow up meeting - Pastor or Deacon 
 

- Warmly greet parents and thank them for taking 
the time to meet. 
 

- Ask them about their understanding of Baptism 
and discuss their desire for the sacrament. 
 

- Determine if their request is able to proceed or if 
a deferral is appropriate (see Norms #1-7)  
 

- Do a walk-through of the church, offering a 
general explanation of the meaning of the various 
objects/symbols. 
 

- Explain to the parents that they will be attending 
two baptism preparation sessions and the 
process is designed to be fun and engaging.   
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III. Preparation session #1 – Pastoral Team 
 
- Informal gathering & conversation; serve 

refreshments (10-15mins) 
 

- Brief welcome & Opening prayer 
 

- Segment 1: What's in a Name?  
- Segment 2: Real Relationship  

 
- Short Break 

 
- Segment 3: Liar Lunatic or Lord  
- Segment 4: Child of God  

 
- Concluding prayer 
 

IV. Preparation session #2 – Pastoral Team 
 
- Informal gathering & conversation; refreshments 

are served (10-15mins) 
 

- Brief welcome & Opening prayer 
 

- Segment 1: Real Change 
- Segment 2: Your family 

 
- Short Break 

 
- Segment 3: The Baptismal Rite 
- Segment 4: Small group discussion 

 
- Concluding prayer 
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V. Follow-up events & other considerations 
 
- Prior to mass on the Sunday that the celebration 

of the rite of Baptism is to occur, the pastor is to 
introduce the parents and their child to the 
members of the parish community.  

 
- A few days after the Baptism has occurred, the 

pastoral team for baptism should send a personal 
greeting to the parents, reminding them that the 
parish community is thinking & praying for them. 

 
- Once a year an invitation should be sent to the 

parents of recently baptized children, inviting 
them to a special mass and social event focused 
on parents and family.  Parents should also be 
invited to participate in other parish 
activities/events relevant to them throughout the 
year. 

 
- If possible, the pastor should attempt to connect 

parents with a ‘mentor’ or sponsor person from 
within the parish community.  This person’s role 
is to offer personal support and fellowship to the 
parents. 

 
- Wherever applicable, members of the Parish 

community should offer support to parents in 
practical areas unrelated to the Baptism of their 
child. 

 
-  A week prior to the one year anniversary of 

baptism of a child, the parish sends a card to the 
parents. 
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Recommended resources 
 
Below is a list of books, ministry resources and Church 
documents recommended by the Diocesan pastoral 
office for use in Baptismal Preparation, Evangelization 
and faith development in general.  Samples of these 
resources are available for loan from the Pastoral 
services office.  
 
 
I. Baptismal Preparation 
 

 Belonging: Baptism in the family of God 

(www.ascensionpress.com) 
 

The Belonging program is designed to evangelize 
parents as they prepare to have their children baptized 
Utilizing a compelling, contemporary format, this 
program incorporates hospitality, free-flowing 
conversation, and a thoughtfully developed online 
follow-up plan.  Belonging is the officially recommended 
Baptismal preparation resource for the diocese. 
 
II. Pastoral team formation  
 

 Reborn  
(www.augustineinstitute.org) 

 

The Reborn DVD series explores the theological and 
scriptural basis of Baptism.  With a step-by-step 
explanation of the rite itself, including its profound place 
in Scripture and Tradition, this resource is an ideal 
reflection tool for ministry volunteers and Baptismal 
preparation teams wishing to deepen their 
understanding of the sacrament. 
 

http://www.augustineinstitute.org/
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III. Evangelization 
 

 Forming intentional disciples 

(www.osv.com/Shop/ParishResources)  

 

Forming intentional disciples explains the 'Thresholds of 

post-modern conversion' or stages through which most 

people will pass before making the decision to become 

a disciple, and how we can ask thought-provoking 

questions and establish an atmosphere of trust in order 

to facilitate this journey.  An indispensable resource for 

those interested in learning how they can effectively 

evangelize friends, family and work colleagues.  

 

 Christlife program/Discovering Christ 

(www.christlife.org)  

 

The 'Christlife series' is a Hospitality-based outreach 

program designed to lead people to encounter Jesus, 

grow in discipleship and learn some of the skills of 

evangelization.  It involves hosting a seven-week 

program of food, fellowship and formation in the faith, 

and has been successfully trialed by Parishes in the 

North Bay region of the Diocese.  

 

For more information about the Christ life program 

running in North Bay, Sudbury or Sault Ste. Marie, 

please contact Tim Malone, Associate Director of 

Pastoral Services. 
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 The Wild Goose (Fr Dave Pivonka TOR) 

 (www.thewildgooseisloose.com)  

 

The Wild Goose is a free, high quality video and study 

series on the Holy Spirit produced by the Franciscan 

Friars of the Third Order Regular.  The name 'Wild 

Goose' comes from an old Irish expression about the 

powerful movement of the Holy Spirit, which goes 

wherever he wills, like a 'Wild goose'.  Each segment of 

the series addresses a different aspect of the 

relationship between the Holy Spirit and the mission of 

the Church, and features personal testimonies from 

clergy, religious and lay people about their experience 

of the Holy Spirit's presence in their lives and ministry. 

 

The series can be streamed free online at:  

 

www.thewildgooseisloose.com/series-segments 

 

and a free study guide and other resources are available 

here: http://thewildgooseisloose.com/resources.  
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Contact information 

 
Any enquiries regarding the implementation of this 

document, pastoral ministry in general or ordering the 

recommended resources can be directed to the 

Diocesan pastoral office: 

 
Robert Lariviere, B.Th., J.C.L 

Director of Canonical & Pastoral Services 

 

r.lariviere@ssmd.ca 

Ph. 705-674-2727 ext. 229 

 
Timothy Malone 

Associate Director of Pastoral Services 

 

t.malone@ssmd.ca 

Ph. 705-674-2727 ext. 251 



 
 

 

 


